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large quantities of gold and silver. New factory industries like cotton textiles and jute manufactures had been established and were showing steady growth. But despite this outward prosperity, there was a seething discontent over the economic situation in the country. The indigo disturbances in Bengal in 1860 and the "Neel Darpan" case had served to open the eyes of the educated Indians to the degradation, oppression and poverty of the tiller of the soil The Deccan riots in 1873 revealed that the peasantry was living under a crushing burden of debt and that if timely relief was not given, it might burst out in open revolt not only against the money-lender but also against the Government. The Deccan Agriculturist Relief Act and the Punjab Land Alienation Act were inspired not merely by sympathy of the Government for the oppressed peasantry but were motivated by political considerations/'
Even before the Indian National Congress was founded, the poverty of India had become the most discussed subject among the Indian nationalists. Dadabhai Naoroji, who was a pioneer in the national struggle for freedom, after a careful analysis of agricultural output estimated that the per capita income in India was Rs. 20 per annum. Many other estimates followed but even the most liberal among them did not put the per capita income at more than Rs. 30 per annum. This was enough proof, if a proof were needed, of the existence of extreme poverty in India. The next question to ask was: who was responsible for this poverty? The foreign rule, was the obvious answer.
Dadabhai Naoroji blamed the British Government for the annual "drain of wealth" in the form of "Home Charges" which, he said, was largely responsible for the poverty of India. The main theme of his Poverty and Un-British Rule was that England had impoverished India and brought the Indian population to the verge of starvation, through loading the country with unjust burdens of debt and high salaries, pensions and furloughs of European officers In .India, which resulted in a large annual drain of wealth from the Country. Romesh Chander Dutt in his two-volume Economic History of India put his finger on the unjust land settlements and high incidence of land revenue in the Ryot-wari areas as primarily responsible for the poverty of the country. Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade and G. V. Joshi emphasised the industrial backwardness of the country to explain Indian poverty. The Indian National Congress, representative as it was of all shades of opinion in the political life, repeatedly passed
13 See Debates in G. G. Legislative Council on Punjab Land Alienation Bill 1899-1900, particularly speeches of the mover of the Bill, Sir Charles Rivaz, and the Governor-General, Lord Curzon.